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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN UTAH


RESOLUTION FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION 2023
In order that debate may be directed toward the resolution and not toward its justification, only the "RESOLVED..." will be moved. The explanation of the resolution will, however, be distributed to delegates. Resolutions may be submitted to the Convention by the Bishop, Standing Committee, Diocesan Council, a member of the Clergy canonically resident in the Diocese, a Warden, a delegate to the Convention, a Diocesan Council representative of any Region of the Diocese, a Vestry, A Bishop’s Committee, a Congregation, a Diocesan Commission or a Diocesan Committee.
TOPIC:  Amendment to Diocesan Canons Pertaining to the Diocesan Council Composition
RESOLVED:  That Diocesan Canons 14.2.1 and 14.2.2 shall be amended as follows:
CANON 14 THE DIOCESAN COUNCIL
14.2.1  The Council  shall be composed of the Bishop, and, if there is one, the Bishop Coadjutor, three (3)four (4) Clergy elected by Convention, one (1) lay person elected from and by the Northern, Eastern/Southeastern, and Southern Regions, and two (2) lay persons elected from the Salt Lake Region, and two (2) lay persons elected by Convention.  The ex officio members, having seat and voice, without vote, shall include the Executive Officer, if there is one, and the Treasurer.  Other ex officio members may be appointed to serve with seat and voice, without vote, including a representative of the Standing Committee and a person appointed by the Bishop.  


14.2.2  The term of members shall be three (3) years; however, a member shall remain in office until his or her resignation or removal or or unless re-elected pursuant to this Canon, or until his or her successor has been elected.  Should a clergy vacancy occurs more than ninety (90) days before the next Convention, the Diocesan Council shall nominate and vote to elect  an at large a priest or deacon to fill the position until the next Convention.  Regional representatives shall be replaced by a meeting of the regional body to nominate and vote to elect a regional representative to fill the remainder of the term.

Lay members of the Diocesan Council elected by the Diocesan Convention in 2023 shall not be eligible for reelection by the Diocesan Convention in 2026. Lay Diocesan Council members so elected in 2023 may seek election for one (1) three (3) year term as a Regional Representative of his/her/their home parish in 2026, but shall be unable to seek reelection to Diocesan Council seats eliminated by this act of the Diocesan Convention. 
Amendments to Canons 14.2.1 and 14.2.2 adopted by the 118th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese shall take effect no later than the thirtieth day of April, 2023. 
14.2.3  Members shall be eligible for re-election for a second three-year term. No member who has served two (2) full three (3)-year terms shall be eligible for re-election until a period of one (1) year shall have elapsed.

14.2.4  Members shall be divided into three (3) classes serving staggered terms.

14.2.5  The officers of the Council shall be a president who shall be the Bishop; a vice president and a secretary, both of whom shall be elected by the Council from among its own members.  In the absence of the president, the vice president shall be the presiding officer.  

14.2.6  The Council shall enact procedures and policies for its governance, subject to the provisions of the Constitution and these Canons and keep a record of the proceedings of its meetings.


14.2.6.1  Procedures and policies shall include provision for removal of an elected member for failure to fulfill assigned duties.


14.2.7  Any elected member of the Diocesan Council missing more than one-third (1/3) of the regularly scheduled meetings in any one (1) year unless excused by the Council shall be deemed to have vacated his or her office.

Date:  March 6, 2023  

Moved by: The Rev. Cn. Pablo Ramos, Mr. Donald Wood and Mr. Nicholas Ellingson

Congregation/Organization: Diocesan Council

+           +             +

EXPLANATION:  This amendment to the membership structure of the Diocesan Canons eliminates one (1) clergy seat and the two (2) at-large representatives elected by Convention. These alterations will bring the canons into alignment with the 9 full, 8 elected member Diocesan Council (the Bishop, three (3) clergy, five (5) regional lay) that has existed continuously since 2017. Three clerics, in addition to the Bishop and elected by the Convention, adequately represent the ordained ministers in the Episcopal Diocese of Utah. Regional lay representatives, elected by delegations within the various regions at annual regional meetings, are best able to convey the needs of and work for the betterment of the various regions of this Diocese. 

Fiscal Note:  N/A
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